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to be said, and wherein agreement or absolute certainty was
unattainable.

The decision of the Sattara case governed that of Jhansi and
of other lesser cases where the Government refused to recognize
the adoptions which had been made by the ruling chiefs.

These cases occurred, as will be recollected, before the war of
the mutinies. Some years subsequently, and after that war,
the right of adoption was in general terms recognized by Her
Majesty's Government in favour of the chiefs and princes who
were governing their own territories. The then Governor-
General, Lord Canning, gave a " sanad " or patent to every chief
to whom this right was to pertain, so that there might be no
doubt as to who should, or should not, possess it. The right
was expressly limited to the cases where the adoption had been
made by the chiefs or princes themselves.

In favour of this change in policy there were then, in 1859,
several reasons which hardly existed in the beginning of Dal-
housie's time, say in 1848. During the convulsion which ensued
on the mutinies of 1857, the authorities rcyoiced to find that the
Native States constituted a conservative element in the country
and a bulwark of the British Government, whereas formerly the
reverse might, perhaps, have been anticipated. To this consi-
deration was superadded the desire to reward a most important
class, which had (with some exceptions) behaved loyally during
a time of national danger despite many temptations to disloyalty.
It was found also that Native States could be administered
properly, and would fall more and more under European in-
fluence in this respect; whereas formerly misgovornment was
the rule rather than the exception in theae States.

In the case of Nagpur the liaja died without making any
adoption, having, for reasons never exactly known, refrained
from taking that step; so in his case the right of adopting never
was brought to the test. The only question was whether his
widow should be permitted to adopt an heir to the throne; and
Dalhousie recommended that this should not be allowed. Now,
the right to make such an adoption has not to this day been
conceded to the widow when the prince had in his lifetime